
Painting in Provence 2017 
with Jill Douglas 

22nd - 26th May  and  29th May - 2nd June 
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    About 
                          
Once again our course will be held at Atelier Fourwinds, an artists 
residency with ongoing classes, which was founded in 1994.The property, 
formerly a quail farm, is surrounded by olive trees and sits at the foot of 
Les Alpilles, a small mountain range in the Bouches-du-Rhône region of 
Provence. 
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I first discovered this magical place when I came to do a painting residency 
in September of 2015, it was life changing and I vowed to return as soon 
as possible. 
In May of 2016 I brought students here to paint. After just one week of 
working in the studios and being surrounded by the magnificent 
landscape, they noticed that both their skill level and commitment to their 
art had moved to a new tier. 
I am thrilled to offer this program here again, as I wish the same for you. 
Students of any level are welcome, absolute beginners  to advanced.  
I am most grateful to Vianney and Sabine who own Atelier Fourwinds and 
to Ursula Hanes who co-founded it twenty two years ago and resides on 
the property where she sculpts, exhibits and has a large following of 
students. 

To learn more about Fourwinds please visit their website.  
https://ateliersfourwinds.com 

                                              View surrounding the property of Atelier Fourwinds 
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The quail barns have been converted into spacious studios. This is a quiet 
and serene place, set in the Provencal countryside which has inspired 
artists for centuries. 
It is a painters paradise with poplar and cypress trees, old stone buildings, 
vineyards, olive groves, cherry orchards, hilltop villages and medieval 
towns all set in the verdant landscape and enveloped by the beautiful ever 
changing light. 

Atelier Fourwinds is just outside the village of Aureille. Near Arles where 
Van Gogh lived and painted, with an easy drive to Aix-en-Provence the 
home of Cezanne, where his studio is still open to the public, and also 
close to Avignon. 
We will be working in the studio as well as en plein air in the countryside at 
nearby locations. 
Also, we will explore nearby villages and towns such as Arles and St. Remy, 
walking in the steps of Van Gogh to see some of the many places he 
painted. 
 

                                                  View from Van Gogh’s window at St Remy hospital 



Painting 

To allow comfortable working space for each person our enrollment is 
limited to eight people. 
Each student will have their own space in the studio to set as they like for 
the duration of their stay. 

The first day we will be working in the studio. 
When surrounded by a magnificent landscape, it can be overwhelming. It 
is essential to know what to look for in order to find an ideal composition 
and learn how to frame what you see, so we will be practising … 
We will also learn to mix and make paint swatches of the various colours 
seen in nature, so that when you are out of doors and set up to paint, you 
can focus on the subject in hand. 
 

                                                        One of the studios at Ateliers Fourwinds 



Learning techniques, understanding colour mixing and composition etc., 
are extremely important as that gives one confidence. However, technique 
alone does not make a painting come to life, what does, is the unique 
expression you were born with. People search for a style, when they 
already have one, no one sees the world or expresses them self exactly as 
you do, that is what makes your painting interesting. My focus in teaching 
is to help the individual student develop and express their own visual 
voice. 

We will do constructive group and individual critiques after painting at the 
studio, which will enable you to evaluate your own work more effectively 
and learn to know when you are finished - the much asked question. 

When I visited last September I worked in oils which I discovered was not 
the most practical medium, the paintings were hard to pack as they 
needed more drying time. As a preferred medium you may choose to work 
with watercolours, gouache, acrylics, or pastels, or certainly oil paints if 
that is your preference. I highly recommend Golden OPEN acrylics which I 
will be using as they stay workable for three hours and can be used like oils 
giving you time to blend and at the end of your stay your paintings will be 
dry to take home. 

Outside of the studio we will supply landscape easels for painting en plein 
air. 

Upon registration a list for acrylics, watercolors, oils and pastels will follow. 
If you have favourite colours or materials other than those mentioned, be 
sure to bring them also. 

If you prefer not to carry paints etc. with you, for a supplementary  
fee, we will provide all materials necessary for the course, but ask 
that you bring your own brushes. 



Itinerary 

As our course runs from Monday to Friday we invite you to arrive on the 
Sunday before, in time for our welcome dinner. Departures are on 
Saturdays. You can come for just one week, or stay for two. 
If you are taking the TGV to or from Avignon, which is quick and direct 
from Paris (under three hours) we can collect you and drop you off. 
We will have a minivan for group transportation for all outings during the 
course.If you prefer to drive yourself, car rentals are available at the TGV 
station, which must be reserved in advance. 
We will meet each morning at 9am and prepare to either work in the 
studio or collect our supplies to paint en plein air at a nearby location. 
If on any day we are scheduled to paint outside and you would prefer to 
stay and work in the studio, you are welcome to do so, with the knowledge 
it will be without instruction.  
We will paint for approximately three and a half hours in the morning and 
then take two hours for lunch with time to relax. 
We will meet again in the studio at 3pm and paint until 6pm, or longer if 
you prefer. 

                                                    Mouriés weekly market 



There will be a weekly outing to the Wednesday market in Mouriés. 
After the first day in the studio, we will spend one half day painting 
outside, visiting stunning landscapes, vineyards, hilltop towns and more, 
and the other half in the studio. 
A delicious Provencal lunch and dinner with wine will be prepared by a 
local cook and served in the dining room at Fourwinds. 
Breakfast will be available to serve yourself. 

Accommodation 

At Ateliers Fourwinds there are three double occupancy cabins, a large 
kitchen and dining area, a swimming pool and laundry facilities. The 
studios are accessible at any time.  As some people do not like to share, 
there are also holiday apartments in Aureille with the same 
facilities less than ten minutes away that we will be using. These 
accommodations are very comfortable with plenty of parking should you 
have a car. If not we will pick you up each day. 
 



Instructor 

Jill Douglas is a professional artist and educator and was on the faculty of 
a private fine arts school in Los Angeles for twenty six years, teaching 
painting, drawing and color theory as well as mentoring artists at her 
private studio.  
This year Jill left the States and installed herself permanently in France and 
now lives in Provence. 
Born in England, descended from a family of artists and with a few guides 
along the way, she is mostly self taught. 
Jill exhibits her work, which is hung in collections in the United States and 
Europe. 
To see more of her art please visit  jilldouglasart.com 

REGISTRATION 

Fees: 
$1995 /£1598/ €1860  per week, arriving Sunday, departing Saturday. 
Deposit to secure your place $400/£320/€375  per week.  
The remaining balance is due 60 days before the course begins. 

http://jilldouglasart.com


Optional - All  materials included fee (Bring your own brushes)  $100/ £80/ 
€95     

Course fee includes: 
· Collection and drop off in Avignon TGV train station 
  (with a direct connection to Paris-Charles-de-Gaulle airport) 
· 6 nights accommodation 
. Three meals per day, breakfast is self serve. 
.Transportation for group outings and painting on location. 
.Studio space and art instruction 

Not included: 
· Airfare and train to Avignon 
. Painting brushes 
. Painting supplies , unless purchased through Atelier Fourwinds 
. Restaurant lunch and dinner on Saturday the May 27th should you stay      
on. 

CANCELATION POLICY: 

· 60 days before departure — full refund less a $100/ £80/ €95 
administration fee. 
· 60-30 days before departure — 50% refund 
· Less than 30 days—no refund 
These refund policies apply only if we cannot fill your space. If we have a 
waiting list and can find someone to take your place, you will receive a full 
refund less the $100 administration cost. 
Insurance to cover tour and flight cancellation, luggage loss and any 
medical cost incurred, is the responsibility of each participant, and should 
be purchased at the time of sending in the deposit. 
Note: The course fee could vary slightly depending on the exchange rate 
between the euro and the dollar when the balance of the course fee is due  
in the spring. 



Application - 

Name …………………………………………….. 

Email ……………………………………………… 

Telephone ………………………………………… 

Address …………………………………………………………………………… 

Deposit Enclosed ………….. 

Please make checks payable to Jill Douglas and send to  
1114 4th St. Unit 5 
Santa Monica, Ca 90403 

Credit cards are accepted through PayPal to jilldouglasart@gmail.com 

mailto:jilldouglasart@gmail.com
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